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It’s summer! 
We hope that you’ve been enjoying  
the extremely hot weather over  
last few weeks, even if your plants 
haven’t. 
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Celebrating the harvest 
We are holding a Harvest Celebration 
event at the Visitor Centre on Sunday 
22nd September. We hope as many 
gardeners as possible will donate some 
produce for our display so we can show 
off the diversity of crops grown at St Anns 
Allotments. There will be a seed swap, a 
tour of the display gardens and community 
orchard, and tasty refreshments to buy. 
STAA will also be awarding some prizes 
on the day – details of how to enter will be 
revealed soon. Put the date in your diary 
and please come along on the day. 
Further details to be announced,  
so look out for posters and  
information going up around  
the site. 
 

St Anns Community Orchard 
The Community Orchard continues to run 
its monthly activity days every third 
Sunday of the month 11 – 4pm. 
 

18th August 
15th September 

20th October   

There will also be lots going on over the 
holidays. Come and enjoy exciting 
activities such as arts and crafts, bug 
hunting, den building, fireside activities, 
popcorn and much more. All for free!  
 

Adventure Play Sessions 
for 5-12 years olds 

every Thursday 12 – 3pm. 

“The closest you can get to heaven” – 

Gardener at the open day, describing what they 
most value about St Anns Allotments.  
On a rainy Saturday in June the new Allotment 
Visitor Centre opened its doors to the gardeners 
on site to have a look round and share a cuppa 
and a cake. The centre is open to gardeners 
whenever there are staff or volunteers in, so do 
feel free to call by and have a look. 
The afternoon was hosted by the current members 
of the STAA Committee, some of whom not only 
made a lot of chocolate cake! but also talked to 
gardeners about the role of STAA in running the 
allotments. As well as having a good nose round 
and eating lots of cake, gardeners took part in a 
plant swap, a guided tour of the site and had an 
opportunity to talk about what they saw the future 
of STAA. There is a desperate need for more 
gardeners to become STAA committee 
members to make sure that we preserve this 
site for gardeners and the community. If you 
would like to find out more, a member of the 
committee will happily meet with you to have a 
chat. There was a lot of interest at the open day in 
a membership scheme for gardeners, possibly with 
a small fee attached. The ideas for benefits we 
might get from this scheme included equipment 
hire, plot insurance, bulk buying, and purchasing a 
fruit press. Let us know what you think?  
It was lovely to meet so many gardeners, to talk 
about what we value in the site, to share ideas and 
plants. Requests for the use of the new centre 
were; making the loos available for gardeners on 
site, a craft fair, seed and plant swaps, a 
gardeners’ market and activities based around the 
heritage of the site. We hope that the centre can 
be an opportunity for gardeners on site to work 
together to keep St Anns Allotments as a well 
managed and vibrant site far into the future.  As 
was shown at the Gardeners’ open day – come 
rain or shine – we can work together to keep this 
piece of heaven.  



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Garden Support Service 
Alice the Gardener 

 
 
 

07928 819192 
alicethegardener@gmail.com 

 

Alice offers a range of services including: 
 

Strimming, Hedge cutting 
Ground preparation (digging/weeding/spraying) 

Fruit tree / bush pruning 
Propagation 
Landscaping 

Planning and design 
Consultation and advice on planting 

Plot-sitting service 
From plot to plate, your gardening 

requirements catered for. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Subsidised rates available 

 

Alice Hewkin Bsc (Hons), PGCE (Ebor), Dip Hort. 
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Tenancy Agreements and Rent Payments 
In April we changed from payment half way 
through the year to payment in advance. At 
the same time we also issued over 550 new 
tenancy agreements and allotment 
handbooks. There are still a few agreements 
yet to be returned and some people still have 
rent to pay. Letters have been sent to those 
concerned so please get back to us asap.  
Often rent is withheld because people have 
decided to give up their garden. Instead of 
telling us, they just don’t pay and leave the 
site. Eventually we work this out but please be 
aware that we cannot legally take a plot back 
until the agreement has been cancelled in 
writing or until the rent remains unpaid for a 
defined period of time – 68 days from due 
date. All the while the plot is abandoned and 
becoming more overgrown. The tenant also 
retains liability for the plot – including any rent 
owed - until such time as the tenancy is 
officially cancelled.  If you are thinking of 
giving up your plot the first contact should be 
with us. We may be able to offer help to 
support you to keep your allotment. If, 
however, you do simply wish to give up we 
can make sure everything is sorted as quickly 
and smoothly as possible. 
 

Cultivation 
It seems like we are finally enjoying some 
reasonable summer weather. Your allotment 
should now be starting to produce a regular 
supply of summer vegetables and fruit. This 
weather also encourages weeds to grow and it 
is obvious which plots are not being tended. 
This is another polite reminder that allotment 
gardens need to be maintained and cultivated. 
We have all let things slip from time to time, and 
this is perfectly acceptable, but long-term 
neglect means plots become very overgrown 
and are difficult to bring back into use. This is 
unfair to your neighbours who have to deal with 
all the seed being blown into their plot. 
Tenants often become upset when we contact 
them about the condition of their allotment. Just 
bear in mind that this is part of our role as 
custodians of the site and we do our best to 
support gardeners. We are not the Weed Police 
but we are required by funders to manage the 
gardens and to make sure they are used 
appropriately.  
Please contact the STAA office if you are 
having trouble maintaining your plot and see 
whether we may be able to help. Or why not try 
our subsided garden support service? See 
below for details. 

Budget 
Nottingham City Council is our principal funder 
for site management but it is under severe 
budget pressures as a result of significantly 
reduced funding from central government. This 
means that STAA’s budget for site 
management and maintenance is much 
reduced from previous years. Because of this 
we have no spare money to provide things like 
gates and fencing in anywhere near the 
quantity of previous years. The expectation is 
that STAA will replace old for new but we do 
not have the budget for this. Priority will be 
given to maintaining safety and security 
around site. This means securing external plot 
boundaries, gapping up hedges, dealing with 
site hazards, replacing locks, etc. We do not 
have the funds to replace individual gates or 
provide impenetrable internal boundaries. We 
can, however, fit gates and fencing for free if 
gardeners can contribute to the cost of    
                       materials – a full gate pack with    
                       support posts costs £75 in   
                       materials alone and a 10metre  
                         length of chespale fencing  
                          and posts cost £40. 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Rubbish Disposal 
The site team is on hand to keep lanes  
and pathways clear and generally keep  
the site accessible, safe and secure. 
As part of this site maintenance, STAA  
spends a significant amount of its resources on 
rubbish removal. This is sometimes to support new 
gardeners taking on a plot with accumulated debris 
from previous tenancies. It also, unfortunately, 
involves clearing fly tipped rubbish left across the 
site in car parks and on lane corners. Please do not 
leave rubbish expecting us to remove it. This is fly 
tipping and we will take action against people who 
do it. It costs £180 for each skip plus staff time. We 
do not have a bottomless pit of money for skips and 
once the small budget has gone there will be no 
more. We can help remove some rubbish in return 
for a small donation, which will keep the site 
supplied with skips for longer. The alternative is to 
bag up your rubbish and take it home or to the 
Council’s waste recycling facilities. 
Likewise, please do not leave asbestos pieces lying 
around. It is a hazard if it is left in public areas. We 
have a very small budget to support the safe 
removal and disposal of small pieces of asbestos 
cement but this does not extend to removing large 
pieces or taking down structures. 
 

Print too small? Contact the office for a large-print version 

Site Maintenance 
Summer tasks include strimming lanes and 
keeping down vegetation until after bird 
nesting season (end August), after which we 
turn our attentions to hedge cutting. Areas in 
and around car parks will be strimmed but 
we are also leaving areas for wild flowers. 
These may not receive a cut until late 
August to give the flowers a chance to set 
seed. You may have noticed the lovely 
wildflower areas in and around the Allotment 
Visitor Centre and this is something we 
hope to extend around the site.  
STAA retains responsibility for cutting all the 
lane hedges. This is no mean feat with 
many miles of hedges, most of which can 
only be accessed on foot. Please support us 
by keeping your internal hedges cut so we 
can focus on maintaining safe access along 
the lanes. If anyone would like to help by 
cutting the lane hedges this would be much 
appreciated. It costs approximately £1,600 
to cut the vehicle access lanes only. If we 
did not have to spend money on hedge 
cutting it could be put to more beneficial use 
on site. We often have volunteer work 
parties and you will be rewarded with drinks, 
camaraderie and a sense of achievement!  
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Calling all volunteers 
We’ve recently had an increased number of involvement on site from volunteers. In the past three 
months we’ve had 255 volunteers from corporate groups, community groups and individuals, working 
a total of almost 1,300 hours to clear plots and maintain wildlife on site. And that doesn’t include our 
regular volunteers at the Orchard and the Heritage Garden. So we would like to say a big thank you 
to all that have helped out! 
If you are interested in volunteering, there are many ways in which to get involved. Opportunities 
include our Urban Nature wildlife group, the display gardens, our community orchard, leading tours, 
giving talks and helping out at the Allotment Visitor Centre. Contact STAA for more information. 
 

Heritage events at the allotments 
We’ve already had a good response about our heritage events and tours at the Visitor Centre, and 

we will continue to run them through the summer. We are especially excited about the Heritage Open 

Day in September, come along and enjoy a Victorian themed tea party!   

 
Saturday 10th August 11 – 3pm, tour at noon 

Wednesday 14th August 12 – 3pm, tour at 1:30pm 

Wednesday 11th September 12 – 3pm, tour at 1:30pm 

Saturday 14th September Heritage Open Day -  
Victorian Tea Party 11 – 3pm, tour at noon 

Wednesday 9th October 12 – 3pm, tour at 1:30pm 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/staa.allotments  

@STAAltd 

 

STAA Ltd. 
Promoting and enhancing  
the historic allotment gardens  
in St Ann’s, Nottingham  
    
    

STAA ltd,  
St Anns Allotments Visitor Centre 
121 Ransom Road, Nottingham, NG3 3LH 
Tel 0115 958 9255 
info@staa-allotments.org.uk 
www.staa-allotments.org.uk 
 

Who works at STAA? 
The main Heritage Lottery Fund Project has now finished, and we are settled into our new building. 
So who’s now working at STAA, and how are they funded? 
 

Staff paid for through a service level agreement with Hungerhill Developments LTD 
 

Michael Peacock: Coordinator - 3 days, responsible for overall project, especially tenant and 
management issues. 
Annalisa King: Admin Officer - 4 days, tenancy queries, reception. 
Diane Allen: Finance Officer - 1.4 days, finance issues. 
Chris Jamson: Full-time site maintenance. 
Dave Rawson: Part-time site maintenance. 
 

Posts funded via a fixed term grant from Heritage Lottery Fund 
 

Rob Zviko: Full-time Partnership Officer - brings volunteers and other resources into the 
management of the site. 
Mo Cooper: Heritage Officer - 3 days, promotion of heritage to the site. 
 

Community Orchard Staff - We fundraise separately to carry out this work 
 

Richard Arkwright, Rachel Brooke and Jen Butcher work at the Community Orchard, with local 
families and children.  
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Urban Nature at St Anns Allotments 
Considering that grass and  
wildflower seed was not sown on the  
meadow near the Visitor Centre until  
late autumn last year, the result has  
been quite spectacular. The initial  
cowslips have given way to numerous  
other wildflowers, particularly Oxeye  
Daisy and Corncockle, and we anticipate that next year 
will be even better. Mowing will take place at the end of 
August, when seed has been shed, and the resultant hay 
will be raked off to prevent increased soil fertility. 
Wildflowers do better on impoverished soil. 
Some of the wildlife conservation areas have a high 
fertility rate, so nettles have been dominant, particularly in 
this year's early wet growing conditions. A number of 
volunteer groups have assisted in removing nettles from 
around the newly planted hazel coppice and willows. 
Their tolerance of the numerous nettle stings is much 
appreciated! 
During the next few weeks we plan to undertake hedge 
surveys around the conservation plots to determine 
where winter hedge laying will be beneficial. You might 
also want to review your own boundary hedges to see if 
garden security or wildlife value can be improved by 
carrying out similar maintenance.  
If you would like Urban Nature to advise on this, or if you 
would like to get involved as a volunteer, please contact 
Rob at STAA. We meet at 10 am every 2nd and 4th 
Saturday of the month at the Visitor Centre. 

How to confuse carrot fly  
Here’s a couple of pictures of Mark and 
Angela’s high level carrot planting – 
using old cardboard tubes, so far no 
sign of any pesky flies 
 


