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St Anns Community Orchard 
The Community Orchard continues to run its monthly 
activity days every third Sunday of the month, open to 
all tenants, their families and local people. 

 

19th August 

9th September  

21st October 

11am - 4pm 

We also run a tour around the site on these dates, 
visiting the new display garden leaving at noon. 
 Holiday play days! 

Throughout the school holiday the Community Orchard is putting on a 
range of fantastic events for 5-14 year olds! 

The Play days will be every Thursday starting from the 26th July. 
The sessions will last from 12 noon – 3 pm. 

There will be numerous exciting activities, such as arts and crafts, bug 
hunting, den building, fireside activities, popcorn and much more! 

ALL FOR FREE. 
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STAA Ltd. 
Promoting and enhancing the historic allotment 
gardens in St Ann’s, Nottingham 

Welcome to the summer edition 
of our tenant’s newsletter! 

It’s been a challenging few months for 
gardeners – we could despair with the 
amount of rain and unseasonable weather. 
We’re hoping that it will become more stable 
over the next few months, but sometimes we 
just have to accept that we can’t control 
nature. Life at STAA has also been 
challenging with three staff leaving in the last 
few months.  

And finally, the 9th September is our annual Heritage Open Day 

 
Activities will include site tours, workshops, plant sales and refreshments. If you’d like to open 
your garden for visitors, or be involved in the day please contact Mo at the office. Check our 
website and Facebook page (see below) for updates as the day gets closer and look out for 
posters on site. 
 
The Community Orchard entrance is on Ransom Road, opposite Hill View Community Centre, 
about 200 yards up from the junction with Hungerhill Road - look out for the yellow sign! 
Gardeners can also come in via the metal gate on 13th Avenue. 
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You’ve taken on the job of coordinator at STAA  
– why did the job appeal to you? 
I’ve worked for the last few years at Sheffield City Council 
as the Allotments Manager. I am also the chairperson of a 
self-managed allotment site in Nottingham. When the job 
came up at STAA I knew it was something I could do, to 
use my knowledge and experience to help drive the 
project forward, and I was interested in the history and 
heritage of the site. It’s also nice to work 10 mins away 
from home. I’m still working two days a week in Sheffield 
so there will be plenty of experiences I can share with the 
STAA team. 
Tell me a bit more about yourself. 
I grew up in Manchester and support Manchester City. I 
studied modern languages at Sheffield University and 
have lived and worked in Spain twice. I moved to 
Nottingham as this is where my wife and her family are 
from and I’ve lived here for over 10 years now. I’m also 
qualified in horticulture and used to manage a landscape 
gardening business. Now I’ve got to the stage in life 
where I know I’ll never make a professional footballer I 
spend my free time gardening and generally outdoors. 
What will your priorities be in the new job? 
I want to support the STAA team with their various 
projects, to help secure long-term funding, and I also 
really want to make sure that the allotments are fully 
tenanted AND cultivated. I spend a lot of my professional 
life meeting allotment tenants and discussing issues with 
them. I hope I can build a good rapport with tenants here 
and encourage people to get involved. 
How do you think our gardens compare to other 
allotments you know? 
I have visited many sites across the country as part of my 
job. The allotments here are unique but many of the 
issues are similar to those I have experienced in Sheffield 
and further afield. STAA provides an excellent service 
supporting new gardeners. In Sheffield I have one 
employee to support tenants for the whole of the city (70 
sites, 3000+ allotments) and we cannot match the service 
STAA provides. We let our allotments ‘sold and seen’ and 
gardeners have to try and deal with the rubbish, the 
broken glass and the 6 foot brambles themselves . 
I also think the infrastructure of the site is far superior to 
anything I’ve seen before, especially the new roadways. 
I’ve been on site a few times now and I’m getting to know 
my way around. Some of the plots are very well used but 
many others need a lot of tlc. One of the things I’d like to 
focus on in the coming months is encouraging tenants to 
improve the general standard of cultivation across  
the site – growing vegetables and fruit is what allotments 
are for after all! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 

 
As an allotment holder yourself - 
what’s the best bits about having an 
allotment and what’s the worst? 
I’ve had my allotment in Nottingham for 7 
years. Having an allotment allows me to 
enjoy my hobby of growing plants - 
particularly fruit and vegetables. It’s great to 
have a ready supply of fresh and healthy 
produce but I also enjoy being around 
allotments, chatting to other tenants, sharing 
experiences, seeds, surplus crops, etc.  
I have grafted apples and pears, grown 
peaches and apricots, succeeded with sweet 
potatoes and have several productive 
grapevines. Renting an allotment is an 
overwhelmingly positive experience if you 
understand the basics of gardening and see 
digging and weeding as part of the fun and 
not a chore. I don’t think there’s necessarily 
a ‘worse’ bit to having an allotment but I am 
in a constant battle with bindweed, docks, 
thistles from the plot next door and pigeons 
and squirrels eating my crops.  
 
  
 

Interview with Michael. 
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Telling the story about the allotments 
(part 2) 
 

We reported in the last newsletter on ideas to 
demonstrate the heritage of the site, and we 
consulted with people at our May Open Day. 
So here’s where we’ve got to: 
 
 

Time capsule - what do the allotments mean 
to you?  People are very excited about this 
idea and lots of suggestions are coming 
through. We’ll pull this together and display 
the ideas on Heritage Open Days for people 
to comment on what we should include. A 
small panel of tenants and local people will 
then finalise the contents. If you’d like to be on 
this panel please let us know. It needs to 
represent older and younger people and 
children. 
 

Staff changes 
 

Welcome to Michael Peacock our new 
Coordinator (Mary’s replacement). 
Michael’s post is only 3 days a week. We 
have an interview with him earlier in this 
newsletter.  
 

We also welcome Kate Dumbleton who 
will be working part time on the heritage 
garden, thanks to funding from Finnis 
Scott Foundation. Kate is a long term St 
Anns Allotment gardener and volunteer. 
 

We’ve said goodbye to Collette 
Jennings our long suffering Admin 
Assistant. Colette joined STAA as a 
Future Job Fund trainee a few years ago 
and has developed our tenancy records, 
lettings, web site, face book – and 
newsletter. She has moved on to a 
permanent full time post at an IT 
company.  Siân Brooke is covering until 
we find a replacement. 
 

And at the end of May we said goodbye 
to Marc Richmond, our garden support 
worker (and fruit tree expert). The garden 
support post was established to help new 
gardeners plan their gardens, and to 
provide temporary assistance to older or 
disabled tenants. In reality Marc provided 
a lot of help with general gardening for 
tenants. Now that funding for this post 
has ended STAA will have very limited 
resources to individual gardeners. If you 
are finding your garden too hard to 
manage think about sharing it, or taking 
on a smaller plot.  
 
 

Gate signs – For any tenants who are interested we’ll develop the individual gate notices with 
tenants. Let us know if you’d like one.  
 

New Logo We were required to develop a separate logo for ‘The St Anns Allotments’ – as 
opposed to STAA. This is the logo (has a green band across) - we think this links the old to the 
new – we hope you like it – and no we didn’t spend  
lots of money on a consultant developing it! 

Avenue names – there was a strong feeling that 
we should keep the current names of avenues, 
but we’ll develop small motifs on avenue signs 
that will give them some identity. Ideas for motifs 
are  

1st (Ford’s) Avenue – Summer house  
2nd Avenue – View of city 
3rd Avenue – Rose 
4th Avenue – Sycamore Park 
5th (Gentlemen’s) Avenue – Bowler hat 
6th Avenue - Greenhouse 
7th Avenue - Bricks 

8th Avenue - Well 
9th Avenue – Willow tree 
10th Avenue - Orchid 
11th Avenue – Oak Tree 
12th Avenue – Bee hive 
13th Avenue – Apple tree 
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Urban Nature - our wild life areas 
We run work parties every two weeks on a 
Saturday to help develop the wild life areas of the 
allotments. Future dates and activities are: 
 
28th July – Planning Walk - Across the whole site. 
11th August – Pond dipping at Urban Nature 
25th August – Species identification and odd jobs 

West bank 
8th September – paths and odd jobs  

at Urban Nature 
22nd September – Tree pruning at  

woodland next  to Urban Nature 
For further information contact 
Robert_partnership@staa-allotments.org.uk. 

Games for children  
If you have children / grandchildren who like the gardens why not 
introduce them to two interactive games on our web site?  
The first is an interactive map of the Community Orchard 
http://www.staa-allotments.org.uk/community-orchard/index.html  
This was developed by Joe, who had been working with us as a 
volunteer as part of his Duke of Edinburgh award. 
 
The other is a game to collect hidden keys and learn about the 
gardens developed by John from New College Nottingham 
student. http://www.staa-allotments.org.uk/onlinegame/ 
 
 
 

Make the Link! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Any woodworkers out there? 
We’ll be developing a lot of signage around the site over the rest of the year – avenue 
signs, gate signs, and information boards. They will be rustic wooden signs. We wish to  

work with a woodworker who can make the signs up for us, 
working to our specification. We’ll be talking to some local 
companies but if you are a woodworker who’d like to be 
considered for the contract please contact the office.  

 

Opportunities to help out at the 
Heritage Display Garden 

We now have a gardener working on 
the display garden and we’ll be 

increasing the opportunities to work 
on the plot. We’re setting out beds 

covering Victorian, Dig for Victory and 
21st century gardening. We’re also 
developing the summerhouse as a 
’museum’ space; if any one fancies 
helping set this up.  Please contact 

Mo or Kate  
at the office for  

more information. 

Have you liked us on Facebook yet? 
 https://www.facebook.com/staa.allotments 
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Smart water 
We had a spate of break-ins over Easter, and the police have 
increased patrols of the site – but tenants can take some action 
themselves. Why not ‘smart water’ your tools? You may think they 
aren’t worth it – but if they turn up at a car boot sale or someone’s 
house we can start fighting back against local thieves. Our 
allotments are a lot more secure than most, but thieves still tail gate 
get let in by tenants or climb fences.  
For more information on security, contact:  
Emma Raymond, PCSO 6918. 
St Ann's Police Station, Wells Road, Nottingham, NG3 3HR  
Alternatively, call 101 (Ext) 811 6764 or 07815576998. 
 

St Anns Allotments Visitor Centre 
 
With some more help from the Heritage Lottery Fund we’ve finally raised enough money to build the 
centre which will be located just inside the Ransom Road entrance. 
 
Planning consent has been given and a builder has been selected. The contract started on the 9th 
July, and will run for 28 weeks. During the contract there will be quite a lot of activity at the Ransom 
Road entrance. Closure of the gate should only be for a couple of isolated days, early in the 
contract, but please take care when using this entrance during this period. 

 Thank you 
Hungerhill Developments Ltd. 

Site tours 
Committee member Paul Freeborough planned two 
tours over the last few months specifically for tenants 
to show what we are doing on the site, providing and 
opportunity to ask questions. Unfortunately, no tenants 
turned up! If you’d still like to learn about the history of 
the site Mo, (Heritage Officer) has a number of open 
tours planned over the summer.  
Dates include:   

19 August and 21st October 
 leaving at noon from the Community Orchard 
 9th September (Heritage Open day) there will 
be tours running throughout the day.  

Wednesdays –  
25th July  
29th August  
26th September  

Starting at 1.30pm – but please book the Wednesday 
tours as start points vary. 
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Water butts 
We are slowly ploughing through the 
delivery of water butts to plots where 
tenants have ordered one.  
Sorry it’s taken a while, but its hard 
work getting them delivered to many 
plots down little path ways. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Changes to tenancy agreements 
Just a reminder on this. 

Tenants received a letter from the landlord 
(Hungerhill Developments) in February this  
year explaining what would be happening  
with tenancies and rents over the next few 
years.  
Invoices for this year’s rent (2012/13) will 
go out over the summer as usual. These 
are 6 months in arrears, 6 months in 
advance.  But from April 2013 you will need 
to pay rent for the whole year at the 
beginning of the year.  
 
You will also receive new tenancies and a 
new hand book.  
 

Celebrate National Allotment Week! 
The National Allotment Society is promoting 
a national awareness week to celebrate 
allotments, from 6th to 12th August 2012. 
For more information, see; 
www.nsalg.org.uk/news-events-
campaigns/nationla-allotments-week 
 

Memories of the St Anns estate? 
Did you live or work on the St Anns estate in the 
period 1966-1976? Or do you know someone 
who has link with the area during this period? 
If so the Common Ground Project needs your help! 
The project is run by St Anns residents and 
playwright Nufaro Makubika. They are seeking 
stories, documents and photographs from this time. 
 

They’ll be at the Community Orchard on Sunday 
19th August and 9th September, but will also be at 
the following venues: 

20th July – Local studies library 
22nd July & 12th August - Stonebridge Farm 
15th August – New Art Exchange 

 

 
For more details, contact: 0774 8715 392  
Or email: commonlandproject@gmail.com 
 

Print too small? Contact the office for a large 
print version. 

We have sadly heard that 
Mr John Gough died last week 
after a long battle with cancer. 

Mr Gough had been a tenant at 
the allotments for many years, 

renting a plot off Ford’s Avenue. 
His friend Mr Arthur Broughton 
will continue to look after the 

plot that they shared. 
All at STAA send our sympathy 

to Mr Gough’s friends and 
family. 


