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St Anns Community Orchard 
The Community Orchard continues to run its 
monthly activity days every third Sunday of the 
month, open to all tenants, their families and 
local people 

Sundays, 11am - 4pm 

15th April 

20th May 

17th June 
 

Just come along on the day or ring STAA for 
more details.  The Community Orchard 
entrance is on Ransom Road opposite Hill View 
Community Centre, about 200yds up from the 
junction with Hungerhill Road; look out for the 
yellow sign! 
Or gardeners can come in via the metal gate on 
13th Avenue. 
 

Spring Open Day 
Our Spring Open Day is planned for Sunday 20th May 2012, 11am – 4pm 
We have these big open days twice a year to allow visitors to see the gardens 
What does this mean for me? 
You can: 

• Visit the Community Orchard, other projects and gardens 

• There are lots of activities for children, so bring the kids or grandkids along 

• Help out at the Orchard or around site 

• Open your garden to visitors 
Involvement is not compulsory – just shut your gate if you want… 
But if you are interested in being involved please contact Mo at the office 
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STAA Ltd. 
Promoting and enhancing the historic allotment 
gardens in St Ann’s, Nottingham 

Welcome to our spring newsletter 
By the time you read this I hope the winter 
weather has vanished and we are back to a 
seasonal spring. Welcome to any new 
tenants.  

Help us save paper and money!! 
It’s important for us to communicate with our 
tenants, and we send you a newsletter four 
times a year. However, it costs a lot with 
printing and postage costs. So, for those who 
use the internet we are asking tenants, would 
you be happy to receive the newsletter 
electronically? We would send you an email 
alert, for you to download from our website. 
Please email 
collette@staa-allotments.org.uk to get on 
the email list. This information will be kept 
specifically for the newsletter. 
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Telling the story of the allotments 
Part of our funding from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund relates to the heritage of the site, and 
requires us to promote its history to gardeners 
and visitors. We’ve been busy researching 
and verifying information and developing our 
display garden. Within this we are looking at 
how we can make the gardens more 
interesting for visitors. Visitors are often 
fascinated by all our gates – what’s the story 
of this garden? Or how do our gardeners use 
their gardens? We know that lots of gardeners 
just want to get on with their gardening and 
not engage with visitors, but there are others 
who would like to be more involved, or say 
something about what their garden means to 
them. We have been working with a designer 
to develop ideas for information boards, and 
‘telling the tale’ around the site. One idea is to 
provide ‘notice boards’ for the gates of any 
tenant who is interested. 
 
Here is an example of 
what the designer 
had in mind. This can 
be changed by the 
tenant, either large 
21x15cm (8” x 6”) or 
small 59x42cm (23” x 
16”). Contact Mo if 
you’d like to talk 
about this further. 
  
 

We also want to have a time capsule buried 
under the allotment centre. We’ll be asking 
people what they think should be included at 
the Open Day on 20th May but if you have any 
ideas in the meantime, please let Mo know. 
 

Want to see more of the site? 
How about joining us for a walk, led by STAA chairman Paul Freeborough. Paul will show you 
what’s happening around the site, the wildlife areas, the display gardens – and it’s a chance to ask 
more about the management and plans for the site. 
Dates for walks are Wednesday 25th April from Ford’s Ave entrance (Hungerhill Road) start 
1.30pm, or Sunday 20th May from the Community Orchard at noon. Please book your place at the 
office 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

An avenue by any other name… 
Ever thought our avenue names were a bit 
boring? – 1st Avenue, 2nd Avenue etc? We have 
two avenues with unusual names - Fords and 
Gentleman’s Avenue - but nothing else. It’s 
been suggested that we could give new names 
to the major avenues on site. Ideas could be 
historical information, or vegetable names e.g. 
Beehive Avenue for 12th Avenue along by 
Coppice Park (after WWII there were lots of 
bee-keeping along this stretch) 
 

Fox Den Avenue 

Pear Tree Avenue 

Orchard Avenue 

Potato Avenue 

So get your thinking caps on and rename your 
avenue – ideas to Mo at STAA by 30th May 
2012. 

Update on our heritage garden 
Volunteers have been clearing our display 
garden (known as Oliver’s Plot, in honour of the 
last tenant), and over winter we have restored 
the old summerhouse with funding from The 
Monument Trust. We now have a landscape 
gardener levelling pathways and laying out the 
gardens. This work should be finished in May, 
and then we’ll be able to plant it out. The 
gardens will reflect the history of the allotments 
– capturing Victorian, World War II, Roses, Fruit 
Trees and 21st Century gardening. We’ve got 
some funding from the Finns Scott Trust to 
appoint a sessional gardener who’ll work with 
volunteers in the garden.  
If you want to be involved in this exciting project 
just contact Mo 
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Staff changes 
As chairman of STAA I’d like to welcome Diane Allen as our new Finance Officer. Diane has taken 
over from Tim, who is still helping out as Company Secretary. 
This month we say goodbye to Mary Kenning, our Project Coordinator. Mary has been responsible 
for managing the site and staff since 2008, having worked previously as STAA Finance Officer. We 
wish to thank Mary for her hard work, bringing in additional resources to help clear and manage the 
site, and keeping on top of the many demands of the job. Her energy and enthusiasm will be 
missed. STAA is recruiting a new manager, although it will be a part time post. 
Paul Freeborough, Chairman 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Urban Nature at St Anns Allotments 
The Wildlife Focus Group has changed its name. Tenants, staff and volunteers have been meeting 
for a year now to promote and maintain the impressive range of wildlife and we feel that “Urban 
Nature at St Ann's Allotments” sums us up. 
You may have seen us on a Saturday during one of our volunteer practical conservation days on the 
wildlife plots.  We also have plans to hold workshops to provide ideas that tenants can take back to 
their plots to encourage wildlife.  
Our recent installation of a wildlife information board has been an immediate success, and we thank 
all the participating tenants for their many sightings of birds and mammals (not sure about the shark 
though!) Please add anything you have seen to the board as you pass the Ransom Road gate. 
St Ann's Allotments is remarkable for its mix of wild areas, heritage and cultivation - and this has 
attracted a remarkable range of wildlife - fantastic for such an urban site.  As well as being a major 
heritage feature, the mature fruit trees are also a wildlife attraction for many insects and birds, and 
potentially bats.  Gardeners will be aware of the benefits of gardening with bees and butterflies, and 
perhaps you notice the value of frogs and newts on your pest control?  We are lucky to enjoy good 
numbers of these species that are struggling to survive elsewhere, so it is now our turn to protect the 
environment for these creatures to live in. 
Urban Nature are happy to provide advice to any tenant on creating their own wildlife area, big or 
small. We also encourage you to get involved - come along to one of our Saturday work parties, or 
come to a project meeting (roughly every 3 months).   
Our next task is Saturday 14th April where we will be surveying the fantastic hedges across the site. 
For any further information, contact Rob – robert_partnership@staa-allotments.org.uk 
 

Progress on our entrance garden 
Many of you using the Ransom Road entrance will have noticed work has started on clearing the 
strip of land running down Ransom Road. There are some serious bits of equipment involved which 
will take the land back to its original profile. Once this is done the building of the allotment (or visitor) 
centre will begin. This will be funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and has passed the planning 
permission stage. The building will not only serve as a base from which to manage the allotments, it 
will provide a visitor attraction to promote the fascinating heritage of the site built up over the last few 
years through painstaking research by our heritage officer Mo Cooper and her many competent 
volunteers. If you want to know who had your plot one hundred years ago, our records may show 
this!  But not only plot histories have been delved into, old newspapers and documents have shown 
what life has been like around the allotments up to nearly 200 years ago – riots from the water 
shortages, murders, suicides, wells, flower shows and much more contribute to the rich history on 
the allotments. We hope that tenants as well as external visitors will come to the centre to enjoy the 
facilities and find out more about their local history. 
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Update on the STAA committee 
The following people are now on the STAA committee: Paul Freeborough (acting chairman), Charlie 
Wesson, Tony Dilks, Nick Moses, Hilary Hammond, Glenys Rozkalns and Rob Wood. There will be 
further elections at the AGM in October. 
 

Water Butts 
The new batch of water butts is due on site sometime in April. As a lorry load has 
been ordered there is still the opportunity for tenants who haven’t yet ordered one to 
be added to our list. 
If you think you may need one to ensure you have a back up water supply this 
summer, please contact the STAA office. We are aiming to drop them into the 
gardens rather than have tenants collect them.  A small number of tenants from last 
year have still not called for the water butts they ordered – please get in touch! 
Nottinghamshire has avoided the severe water shortages of the south so far – but 
this may change over summer, so please start planning to save water NOW. 
Water on the site will be turned on from April but remember there is a limited supply, especially at 
time of high demand. Gardeners need to think about their neighbours when using taps – the taps are 
for shared use, so each user needs to have consideration for other tenants wanting water. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet the committee 

Charlie Wesson has been a tenant on our site since 1972, and a member of the committee for 12 
years. Mo asked him about his role on committee. 
STAA How did you get involved with STAA committee? 
Charlie We were invited to an AGM [about 12 years ago] but only 3 
people went. They were asking for committee members and my 
neighbour asked whether I could be a member – well I’ve been on 
ever since. 
STAA What does being a committee member involve? 
Charlie We have a meeting once a month, to talk over what’s 
happening – this week it was all about health and safety issues on 
site. Mary will report on what’s been happening and Paul (acting 
Chairman) will say who he’s been meeting or contacting – different 
things. We’ll hear about how the finances are. There’re 7 committee 
members at the moment. 
STAA And outside of the meeting? 
Charlie I’m up here 5 days a week, so if they need any thing doing 
I’ll go and help them. I go and see Chris and Dave (site guys) every 
morning in case they need anything. I used to work with the children 
on the orchard twice a week. Tenants often come and see me – I was explaining the latest letter 
about tenancies that confused some people who thought they were getting chucked off site – as 
committee members we should be explaining to tenants what’s going on. 
STAA What is your greatest wish for the future of the allotments? 
Charlie To carry on the way it is. I think it’s one of the most wonderful place - I’d sooner be here than 
anywhere else, I haven’t had a holiday in 3 years –I’d rather be here than Skegness. .. I hope we 
keep enough funding to keep it going as it is. 
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Goodbye from Mary 
As many of you will have heard I am leaving STAA after 9 years.  We all get 
old and look forward to drawing our pensions and I have got to that stage. 
I have enjoyed the challenges of working with STAA, especially over the last 
few years. It has been a unique experience and I feel privileged to have 
been part of such an amazing project.  My thanks must go to the wonderful 
staff team here and the many volunteer management committee members 
over the years for all their hard work and commitment, not to mention the 
other fantastic volunteers who have supported the project, some for many 
years. Also to the City’s allotment officers and Harry Bury at the Renewal 
Trust, with whom we work in partnership.  
Last but not least, thank you to those great tenants who have supported STAA and expressed their 
appreciation to us. I will miss the allotments and the wonderful people around the site, but will be 
back from my new country home (and allotment) to see the progress of our currently developing 
heritage garden and visitor centre! 

About that letter…. 
You will have received a letter for Hungerhill Development Ltd (HDL) relating to changes to your 
tenant agreement, and future rent increases.   We’ve been asked to explain again who HDL are, and 
their role on the site.  
St Anns Allotments are owned by Nottingham City Council.  
The Council have given a 30 year lease to HDL to manage the site on their behalf. HDL is part of the 
Renewal Trust, which is the local development trust in St Anns. They have a track record in 
managing grants, managing property and delivering services on behalf of the Council. 
HDL has then contracted STAA to provide day to day management, and other aspects of the 10 
year management plan. (This plan formed the basis of the application for the grant to Heritage 
Lottery Fund).  These arrangements started in 2008. 
STAA is a small charity, controlled by a committee made up of tenants for the site. 
So HDL will write to you on general tenancy matters, or issues such as capital works and water 
provision. They are developing the allotment centre and controlling the work around the Ransom 
Road entrance. STAA will write to individual tenants about rent invoices and day to day tenancy 
matters – hope that makes sense!!  Please do come and ask us if you would like further 
explanations. 
 

Food donations 
A request from Mellors Lodge: 
Mellors Lodge is a project for the homeless in 
St Anns. Sometimes residents arrive with no food 
or money. The project would be very interested in 
receiving donations of foods fresh or dried – so if 
you have surplus veg, why not give them a good 
home? Contact Karla on 0115 9411340 or email 
karla.murray@placesforpeople.co.uk. See 
www.placesforpeople.co.uk for more 
information 
 

Allotment blogs 
Check out www.vegetableseeds.net and 
www.vegblogs.co.uk for information and 
chats on all things veg! 
Plus start a blog with them about your own 
allotment and get free seeds for life! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 



              

Gardeners’ Newsletter, Spring March 2012 
STAA Ltd. 3 John Folman Business Centre, 
Hungerhill Rd, Nottingham NG3 4NB 
0115 911 0207 mo_heritage@staa-allotments.org.uk 
www.staa-allotments.org.uk 

Follow us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/staa.allotments  
 

 

 

Your input 
We welcome any feedback or comments on this newsletter. Or would you like to submit a short 
article? Please contact Mo at the office. 

Print too small? Contact the office for large print version. 

Nottingham City news 
Nottingham City Council will have a Nottingham in Bloom event at Woodthorpe Park on Saturday 
12th May, where you have the chance to see inside the council’s plant nursery. See their facebook or 
contact the council for further information 
http://www.facebook.com/NottinghamInBloom?ss=events  
They will also be running a Grow Your Own event at Woodthorpe – Sunday 16th September 2012. 
More information in our summer newsletter, but they will be running some competitions (silliest 
carrot etc), in case you want to compete! 
We’ve not had any competitions at the allotments for many years – should we set them up again? 
Anyone willing to help plan them? 

National Gardening Week, 16th-22nd April 2012 
The Royal Horticultural Society are running a week of activities and advice. See 
www.rhs.org.uk/Gardening/National-gardening-week for more information 

Environmental volunteering project for unemployed people 
The Green Power team are running 3 consecutive ‘Green Power Teams’ from the end of February to 
August 2012. This environmental volunteering project is for Nottingham City residents who are 
unemployed, over 18 but not yet retired and who can commit themselves to two days per week for 
two months. 
We have created a very exciting, comprehensive and effective volunteering package to help the 
unemployed Nottingham City residents back into work and support them during unemployment. 
Our support packages are two months long (two days per week, 10am – 4pm) and include: 

• Practical work outdoors under the supervision of an experienced team leader 

• Accredited training courses in horticulture, short courses in food safety and basic first aid 

• Confidence building workshops 

• Careers advice sessions (including CV writing and interview techniques) 

• Individual and group coaching sessions to help people unlock their own inner potential – included 
this year for the first time! 

• Teamwork experience 

• A light, healthy lunch 

• Travel tickets 

• Most of the practical work takes place on the allotments 
 
For more information contact Dori on 0115 970 8200 or dori@partnershipcouncil.co.uk  


