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STAA Ltd. 
Promoting and enhancing the historic allotment 
gardens in St Ann’s, Nottingham 

St Anns Allotment Holders Barbecue 
The STAA Management Committee and staff 
would like to invite all gardeners on the site to 
a barbecue which will be held on Sunday 7th 
August from 1.00 pm till 3.00pm at Ford’s 
Avenue Car Park.  A grant from Nottingham 
City Council will enable us to provide some 
free food and soft drinks as well as disposable 
plates and drinking cups.  However please do 
bring some other food such as salads and 
fruit from your garden to share with us.  If you 
want to bring your own alcoholic drinks such 
as beer or wine, please feel free to do this at 
your own cost.  We will have some seating 
but if you want to bring your own chair this 
again would be a help. 
We hope to make this barbeque a fun and 
relaxing event where gardeners can get to 
know each other. So please do come along 
and join us.  
As we will be setting up the barbecues on the 
car park please do not park your car on the 
Fords Avenue car park on this day.  It will be 
cordoned off from early in the morning. There 
are other nearby car parks – one on Second 
Avenue (first tarmaced avenue on the left 
when driving up through the Hungerhill Road 
swing gate) and near the borehole if you 
come up from Ransom Road sliding gate. 
If you are interested in coming, want to ask 
more questions, or want to get more involved 
in the STAA Committee then please leave 
your details with the STAA office. 

Greenhouse work complete 
Under the capital works for the project we had 
funding to reinstate the Victorian greenhouse 
at ‘Oliver’s Plot’. Work was completed by our 
specialist builders last month – and it’s 
looking great, with all the original mechanisms 
back in working order. We still need to finish 
off some work ourselves, and have started to 
clear the rest of the plot. (Thanks to our 
hardworking volunteers!). The garden will 
form our main ‘display plot’ for visitors and we 
will set it out to reflect different time periods. If 
you’d like to be involved in this exciting 
project, either providing advice or help with 
setting out the beds, contact Mo at the office. 
 

Photo competition – 
Have you got your photographs in yet? 

Remember submissions for our first St Anns 
Allotments Gardening Calendar need to be 
with us by 30th July 2011. 
Entries will be judged by local Radio 
Nottingham presenter John Holmes with 
production by September. For more 
information contact Mo at the office. 
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Heritage Open Day 
Our annual Heritage Open Day is planned for 11th September, 11am - 4pm this year. Some 
activities have already been planned including: 
 
       

 

 

 

 

Check our website www.staa-allotments.org.uk and our facebook page 
www.facebook.com/staa.allotments for updates as the day gets closer and look out for posters 
on site. If you want to get involved, please contact Mo at the office. 

 It’s just like Time Team! 
Many tenants will find bits of pottery, and other artefacts when they are digging on their 
allotments. During a recent clearance at Hungerhill we came across paving stones with 
newspaper from World War 2 attached, and one volunteer commented “It’s like time team”. The 
most common finds (besides the never ending bits of glass) are fragments of pottery. Most of this 
debris will have come from deposits of night soil (toilet waste), from the middens in the back 
court yards of Victorian Nottingham – all good feed for the gardens.  It can be great fun collecting 
these artefacts. Recently tenants Angela and Mark found a lovely little pot doll, which was 
identified and dated from 1860 by local expert, Peter Hammond. Angela and Mark have been 
collecting bits of clay pipes over the last 9 months, which Peter dated for us – mainly between 
1860 and 1880. Many pipe stems have the markings of local pipe makers   Isaac Dance and 
John and Walter Daft. Dance often decorated pipe bowls with snakes. We also found a football 
memorabilia pipe marked “Play Up” dating from 1880. 
 
We’d be interested in photographing any of your finds, 
and if you’d like to learn more have a look at the following 
web site. http://www.dawnmist.demon.co.uk/pipdex.htm. 
There’s also a tenant at Whitmoor Allotments who has 
completed his MA on finds at his allotments – see 
http://www.firesofprometheus.org/pottery_1.html. 
 
If there is enough interest we may be able to get Peter to 
attend an open day and try and date your finds. 
 

1860 pot doll found on site 

 

Free tea & coffee in the Orchard 

Community Orchard, Ecoworks and Urban Nature gardens 

Guided tours around the gardens 

Fresh home-cooked food from Ecoworks’ Harvest Café 

Free fun for all the family – workshops and exhibitions 
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Sid retires! 
Many of the tenants around site will know Sid Fuller, 
who has had gardens for decades, and was still 
gardening until very recently. Sid has been featured in 
many magazines and on TV over the years, was always 
happy to open his gardens to visitors and teach children 
the joys of gardening. He featured in the Gardener’s 
Tales exhibition at the Brew House Yard last year 
(developed by Colin Haynes and English Heritage). 
Sid has suffered from poor health for the last couple of 
years and eventually couldn’t get to site by himself. 
He has decided that he couldn’t manage his gardens 
anymore, and his family did not wish to keep any of the 
plots so he has returned them to STAA for re-letting. 
It’s very sad to see him go – hopefully his friends at the 
allotments may still take him there occasionally. 
 

If you are getting older, or your circumstances change, 
you may want to reduce your gardening commitment if 
you cannot get friends or family to help you out. 
Please do talk to us about your gardens before they get 
too much for you. 

 

Fruit tree project update 
The trees are now growing well, although 
they could do with some rain! The apples in 
particular have been very successful, the 
pears unfortunately less so. We plan to start 
giving the trees away in October, to coincide 
with the Apple Day event – look out for 
posters advertising this nearer the time. 
October and November are ideal times to 
plant fruit trees as the ground is still warm 
and they can get established before the 
winter. 
 

Stone Fruit Pruning Workshop 
 

(plums, damsons, apricots etc)  
Workshop for tenants on Saturday 27th 
August, meet at Ransom Road gates 
9.30am. 
Please call the office to book a place. 
 
 
 

St Anns Community Orchard 
We have more activity days planned over the next 
few months on: 
 

Sundays, 11am - 4pm 
 

17th July 

21st August 

11th September – Heritage Open Day 

16th October – Apple Day 

Come and relax and explore this beautiful site; 
make some popcorn on the fire and let the children 
play. If you are up at your allotment pop in for a 
free cup of tea/coffee 
 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

Just come along on the day or ring STAA for more 
details. 
 

The Community Orchard entrance is on Ransom 
Road opposite Hill View Community Centre; about 
200yds up from the junction with Hungerhill Road. 
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Are you still actively gardening…..??? 
Many tenants seem to forget how strong and 
active nature is and how rapidly their allotment 
becomes overgrown during the spring and 
summer months if it is not actively managed.  
The internal hedges are still the tenant’s 
responsibility and these do keep growing as 
well. 
Letters have gone out to many tenants in the 
last few weeks as it is clear lots of people seem 
to have forgotten about maintaining their 
allotment.  If you have recently received a letter 
from us, could you please carefully consider 
your need for an allotment?  We seem to have 
a lot of tenants who rarely visit their plots, but at 
the same time we still have a continuously 
growing list of people waiting for an allotment.   
Also if you are moving away from the area or 
just changing address, please don’t forget to let 
us know. 

 Water butts & taps 
Every tenant on the main site received a letter from 
Hungerhill Developments explaining the borehole 
water situation and offering them a water butt.  
Don’t forget to contact STAA if you do want a water 
butt, although we’re not yet sure about the 
timescale and distribution process. 
If the tap nearest you has a problem do let STAA 
know. The tap should deliver approximately 5 litres 
of water per minute so if it is significantly less than 
this it may have a blockage.  But also do 
remember that if lots of taps are running at the 
same time, this will reduce the flow rate. Do not 
attempt to fix the tap yourself! 
 

Tenancy agreements 
The following announcement is inserted at the 
request of Hungerhill Developments Ltd: 

 
At a meeting on 22nd June the Board of 
Hungerhill Developments Ltd (The Landlords 
for the site) agreed that any tenant either 
caught in the following acts, or proven to be 
responsible, may have their tenancy agreement 
cancelled immediately and be required to 
vacate their garden. 
 
� Interfering with the water supply system or 
any part of it. 
� Unattended use of water i.e. using water 
from the system when they are not present to 
supervise the use of that water. 
� Dumping of waste, of any sort, on the site. 
 
All tenancy agreements are therefore amended 
accordingly. 

Dogs on the site 
If you do want to bring your dog up to your plot, can you please keep it on a lead until in your garden 
and then please ensure it cannot get out.  We have had several incidents where a tenant’s dog has 
escaped and attacked other tenants. That tenant has now been evicted. 
Could dog owners please pick up any mess their dog makes and dispose of it off the site. As all 
areas of the site are being actively worked, please don’t throw dog mess into what seems to be a 
derelict area as it will actually be an area we are trying to clean up!! Letting your dog drop mess on 
the paths and avenues is very antisocial for other tenants. 

 Hedge cutting made easy 
Cutting the internal hedges around the 
allotment can be really hard work especially if 
you haven’t got a petrol hedge cutter.  But 
petrol hedge-cutters are very heavy to use as 
well as being expensive!  A friend lent me a re-
chargeable electric hedge cutter with a lithium 
ion battery in it.  This means the hedge cutter is 
really light but has a battery life of around an 
hour.  This made really light work of getting 
round all the hedges.   It was so easy I even did 
the external hedge as well!   I would 
recommend this sort of hedge-cutter to any 
one.  It could be worth several people getting 
together and sharing the cost of one. 
A.N. Other, Tenant 
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Urban Nature News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Was it a bird…? 
As I am sure you are all aware summer is now in full swing and the weeds are rampant among the 
beans and cabbages, and the hard work over the winter is starting to bear its fruit. At this time we 
are also graced with summer time bird migrants who have flown all the way from Africa to show off 
their aeronautical acrobatics above our heads in the sky. These are the swifts and Hirundines, a 
posh word for swallows and martins, and it is the swifts that define the summertime noises of birds 
screaming at dusk as they continue to fly for 24 hours in the day, even eating and sleeping on the 
wing! Resting half their brain at a time to continue flying, I definitely feel like this when I’m walking 
around sometimes. It is these amazing birds and other resident birds, like our local bull finches and 
long tailed tits that we are hoping to advertise as visiting and setting up home in our special 
allotments, on a notice board for all to see.  
The Wild Life Focus Group with Urban Nature will be installing a "Sightings board" near the Ransom 
Road entrance, and we will be asking all wildlife lovers to record birds seen around the allotments, 
from our old friend the robin to the sometimes troubling and menacing magpie. The magpie, 
interestingly enough, is thought to be the only bird that can 
recognise itself in the mirror - great pub knowledge. 
We will be asking fellow allotments users to record sightings of not 
only birds but also other special types of wildlife, from foxes to 
newts and frogs to even orchids. 
It is our aim to record and document wildlife in our great allotment 
to help encourage and increase it for our enjoyment and the benefit 
of local wildlife. If you would like to get involved in helping out 
wildlife in the allotments then please ask for an information sheet on 
improving your allotment patch for wildlife or if you can spare a few hours on the odd Saturday, 
in between the weeding, it would be great if you could join us on our regular task days helping to 
improve the allotments for wildlife. For more details contact Rob at the office. 

Chris, Urban Nature. 

 

Wildlife task days on St Anns Allotments, 10am – 2pm 
 

Saturday 16
th 

July Wildflower identification, Urban Nature 

Saturday 30
th
 July 

Information signs 
Step building, western bank 

Saturday 13
th
 August 

Seed collecting – here, there and everywhere on the allotment site! 
Survey species as you go… 

Saturday 27
th
 August  Preparation for Heritage Open Day 

Sunday 11
th
 September, 10 – 4pm 

Heritage Open Day 
- tours, information, stall 

Saturday 24
th
 September 

Seed collecting (for later flowers) and grass cutting on Urban Nature 
plots (cut and rake to maintain wildflower areas) 

Saturday 8
th
 October Woodland management – Western bank 

Saturday 22
nd

 October Woodland management – Urban Nature 
 

All sessions start and meet at the Ransom Road gates unless otherwise stated. Urban Nature has a 
range of gloves, but encourages volunteers to bring their own, and to take care to wear appropriate 
clothing and footwear. Refreshments are provided, but bring a lunch if you like. 
For further information, contact robert_partnership@staa-allotments.org.uk 
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Print too small? Contact the office for large-print version 

What’s in a number? 
We mentioned some time ago that it would be great to have gates numbered, and there have been 
some very imaginative and pretty numbering by tenants – thanks to those who did this. This is part 
of STAA’s commitment to improve site management system and enable finding individual plots a 
lot easier than before. 
But we have many gates without 
numbers so we have been working 
with the Princes Trust to remedy this. 
The Princes Trust works with young 
people aged between 16-24 and aims 
to give them skills and experience  
needed to gain employment. The  
Princes Trust brought 15 young people, 
and provided all the materials needed. 
The group designed, painted and put 
up the plaques. You’ll see a number  
of these up around site – simple and easy to remove if tenants wanted to do their own thing.  

In addition the young people did a great job clearing and tidying Oliver’s plot! 
 

 

Grand designs 
Tenants using the Western Bank avenues will 
have noticed work to a substantial building on 2nd 
Avenue. The plot had belonged to longstanding 
tenant, Mr Webster, who unfortunately died last 
year. The building was in a dangerous condition, 
but is the only 2 story building left on site, and 
has great heritage value. The garden has been 
relet via the waiting list, but STAA agreed to carry 
out some work to the building to preserve it for 
the future. The tenant will open his garden and 
the summerhouse to visitors during the year. 
 

It’s unfortunate that we don’t have the capacity to 
repair more of these summerhouses; those that 
we are repairing have been judged as having the 
greatest heritage value, and where tenants have 
agreed to allow some access to visitors. We keep 
on looking for ways of funding this work, but no 
one wants to give money to repair, what is 
perceived as, private buildings. 
 

Best foot forward 
STAA will be working in partnership with 
Best Foot Forward to run health walks 
around the allotments if you want to 
participate just contact Mo at the office 

Fly-tippers are at it again 
There’s been an increase in fly-tipping at the 
top car park again. If you’ve seen anything 
suspicious please let us know or take the 
registration number of anybody you see 
dumping household waste around the site or 
in the skips. Remember, it’s your rent that is 
being wasted on clearing up other peoples’ 
rubbish. Tenants can now be evicted for 
dumping rubbish on site. 


