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STAA Ltd. 
Promoting and enhancing the historic allotment 
gardens in St Ann’s, Nottingham 

What happens at Ecoworks? 
Ever seen that large strawbale building by the 
bore hole and the large polytunnel and 
glasshouses on 10th avenue and wondered what’s 
going on? Ecoworks welcomes guests on the 
Open Day. They’ll have a plant sale and the 
Harvest Café will be open - so here’s your chance 
to have a nose around, and buy some great 
veggie food and cakes! 
 

Activities for the kids 
Why not bring your children or grandchildren 
along so they can join workshops at Urban 
Nature, Ecoworks or the Orchard? 
 

What about Gorsey? 
We can’t logistically incorporate Gorsey into a big 
Open Day - but this is the chance for Gorsey 
tenants to see the rest of the site. 

 

The Community Orchard 
Visit the STAA Community Orchard - come and 
see heritage displays, Garden Organic, meet 
STAA staff and volunteers, or relax and sit around 
the fire. 

 

I just want to get on with my 
gardening… 

We appreciate that some tenants don’t like Open 
Days, and just want to get on with their gardening. 
That’s why we restrict big open days to just 2 a 
year. However we’ve had a lot of funding to 
improve the site and part of the deal is that more 
than just our tenants benefit from it. So it has to 
be done - and we also think the gardens are 
beautiful, and are so steeped in history that it’s a 
shame not to let people see them. We spend very 
little on these events - it doesn’t come out of your 
rent, and most of the people helping out are 
volunteers. You don’t need to join in - just shut 
your garden gate and no one will bother you. 

Spring Open Day 
Our Spring Open Day is planned for Sunday 15th 
May 2011, 11am - 4pm, and there are lots of 
opportunities for tenants to get involved this year: 
 

Plant Swap 
Hungerhill tenant, Gail, is organising a Plant 
Swap for tenants - this will be near the car park at 
the top of Ford’s Avenue so bring your surplus 
plants, and come and see what’s available! If this 
is successful we’ll try and programme more of 
these activities over the next year. 
 

Share your gardening passion with our 
visitors 

Visitors to the site love to meet gardeners, so it 
would be great to have more tenants open their 
gardens on open days. You can open up for an 
hour, or all day, and visitors can wander in and 
see your garden. If you prefer visitors to be 
supervised we can visit your plot as part of an 
organised tour (though they tend to have up to 20 
people at a time!) If you are interested in this 
please contact Mo at the office. 
 

Heritage Tours 
Do you sometimes wonder about the history of the 
site? Well now is the chance to find out. We’ll be 
running heritage tours throughout the day - open 
to all - just check out details nearer the time. 
 

Wildlife Areas 
There are two conservation and wildlife areas on 
site - on Stonepit Coppice (by Coppice Park) and 
on the Western Bank - you’d be amazed at the 
variety of wildlife we have! Urban Nature and 
Notts Wildlife Trust will run walks and activities for 
all the family to get to know the local wildlife. 
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Water Update 
The Renewal Trust wrote to all tenants at the end of March advising them of the position with regards to 
water. At the time of preparing this newsletter, the situation is unchanged.   
We hope that you have all managed to get yourselves water saving containers so that in times of very dry 
weather, when the borehole water system is likely to be under pressure from high demand, you will have a 
back-up supply on your plot. Gardeners with sheds, polytunnels and greenhouses will need to make every 
effort to capture rainwater from the roofs for watering both inside and outside. We have put in a bid for 
funding to help low income gardeners buy a subsidised water butt, but as yet we don’t know if we are 
successful. 
Your tenancy handbook has notes about saving water (we can send you another copy if you need it), but 
these tips should help to minimise the amount of watering needed: 
 

• Don’t water in the middle of the day as too much moisture is lost through evaporation and is a waste 
of water. Early mornings or evenings are the best time to water. 

• For established plantings, heavy infrequent watering will encourage deeper rooting and lead to 
healthier plants which will be able to pull up water from deep down in the soil where it will be wetter. 
Small, frequent watering, on the other hand, will lead to shallow root systems and high water loss. 

• Look at ways to garden more sustainably, for example planting courgettes between the maize means 
the courgette leaves create shade and reduce evaporation.  Or find ways of not having areas of bare 
exposed earth around each plant as this will mean the soil dries out more easily. 

• Mulching – see next page 
 

 

If you have any queries or comments on the water, please do contact Harry at the Renewal Trust on 
0115 9112011 on Tuesdays and Thursdays, or E-mail  harry@renewaltrust.org.uk 

Wildlife task group 
Any gardener reading this must surely be aware that the site is unique not only in its layout and heritage, but 
that the wildlife is incredibly active and diverse.  You may also be aware that, as part of the current 
management plan for the site, up to 10 % of the plots have been identified as suitable for 'conservation', 
namely to be managed in support of wildlife where it is particularly valuable. This also makes the most of land 
which cannot easily be cultivated for allotments.  A group of tenants, staff and volunteers have recently 
formed a "Wildlife Focus Group" to make sure the wildlife value is recognised and supported, and that the 
conservation areas are managed appropriately.  All gardeners are welcome to join us at our bi-monthly 
wildlife sessions, practically managing and surveying the wildlife.  Also, if you have witnessed any interesting 
sightings of wildlife, let us know.  

Contact the Wildlife Focus Group via Robert Zviko, Partnership Programme Officer, at 0115 911 0207 or 
robert_partnership@staa-allotments.org.uk 
 

Pond Dipping for all the family 
 The Wildlife Focus Group is joining a new project from Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust called "Wildlife in the 
City" to host a FREE pond dipping session on the Urban Nature plots.  Suitable for all the family, we will have 
a look in a series of ponds, to see the sublime and the weird that live in the ponds.  

Saturday 4th June 2011 

12 - 3pm 

Meet at the Ransom Road gates at noon 

For more information, contact Lucy Wallington -  lwallington@nottswt.co.uk 
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Community Orchard Activity Days 
We have more activity days planned over the next few months on:  

Sundays 11am - 4pm 

15 May 
(as part of Spring Open Day) 

19 June 

17 July  

 

Pop in for a free cup of tea/coffee, relax around the fire or explore the orchard, children’s activities  
EVERYONE WELCOME 

 

Just come along on the day or ring STAA for more information 
 

The Community Orchard entrance is on Ransom Road opposite Hill View Community Centre; 
about 200yds up from the junction with Hungerhill Road; look out for the yellow sign! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How mulch water? 
A great way of saving water is by using mulch in your garden – this also a great way of reducing weeds 
too. The May edition of Kitchen Garden magazine has an excellent article on mulching – and you can also 
refer to the BBC gardening web site - 
www.bbc.co.uk/gardening/basics/techniques/soil_usingmulches1.shtml 

Here are a few tips off them 
 

• Mulch in early spring, whist there’s still moisture in the beds –  
so don’t leave it until we have a drought.  

• Spread the mulch at a level thickness of 5cm (2in) around plants  
• Wear gloves when handling your mulch 
 

What can I use for mulch? 
 

You can buy lots of things like gravel, grit, bark or cocoa shell from garden centres, or use the following 
more home grown mulches 

• Well-rotted manure – usually available for free from farms or stables. Ask around site, or see 
notices that seem to regularly appear on the gates. 

• Grass clippings - use the grass clippings from the allotment, or your garden at home – long grass 
is best. If there are seed heads or weeds store them in a black bin bag – or a hot compost heap – 
until it’s broken down and smelly – we keep ours for a year. If you’ve used any weed killer on your 
grass, don’t use it for mulch.  

• Straw or hay. You can sometime pick up damaged straw for next to nothing off farmers. You could 
also double up - use straw for seating (or compost bins) and then reuse for mulch after a year or 
so. Straw also provides lovely organic matter for the soil. 

• Leaves- from your garden, or we get deliveries from the council – now at Chandos Street entrance 
– great mulch material!  

• The BBC web site also suggest using crushed CDs, tumbled glass, polished pebbles and crushed 
shells or pots for small areas especially on the tops of pots.  
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Print too small? Contact office for large print version 

Bringing plots back into use 
It’s a backbreaking job but staff, volunteers and partners have slowly been bringing plots back into 
use – these plots have often been derelict for 30 years so it’s quite a task, but anyone who’s seen 
the Western Bank recently (by Sycamore Park) will see what we can achieve with effort. We’ve 
claimed these plots back from years of neglect and anti social behaviour to be gardens again – this 
benefits the allotments and the local community.  
We now have around 540 gardens let to individual tenants, an increase of approx 40 in the last two 
years. We still have more plots to bring back into use, and we’ll be subdividing some of these as so 
many new tenants find it hard to keep on top of the large plots. 
 

 Follow us on Facebook! 
Yes, we are now officially in the twenty-first century as 
we’ve launched STAA on Facebook. Hungerhill tenant, 
James, felt it was time we got to grips with the digital 
age and has set up the page and taught staff how to 
update this and the YouTube links. We have over 70 
‘fans’ and we’ve only been going 6 weeks. We hope 
tenants and supporters will use the page to start 
discussion, and support each other. Visit us on 
www.facebook.com/staa.allotments 
 

What’s happening about the allotment centre? 
Tenants using the Ransom Road entrance will have 
noticed we finally got rid of the old Necta containers. 
This is the planned area for the allotment centre -
eventually staff will be based here to give better access 
to tenants. We are working on plans for the centre, with 
the landlords, Hungerhill Developments, but hope to 
start work by 2012. 

Volunteer time 
Did you know that over the last two years, volunteers 
have given St Anns Allotments nearly 7,000 hours of 
their time? This is worth at least £70,000 in funding. Our 
volunteers come from all walks of life - tenants and 
interested locals. They volunteer in many areas of our 
work including site work, the Heritage Project, and our 
Management Committee. If you have a few hours to 
help out why not contact the office about volunteering.  

Are you a keen photographer? 
Visitors on our open days are often keen 
to buy a souvenir of their visit; they’ve 
even tried to buy the STAA t-shirts off 
our back! So this year we have decided 
to create an allotment calendar, which 
we can sell at open days and other 
events we go to. Money will go towards 
supporting site maintenance. 
We’d like the calendar to reflect life on 
the allotments, and rather than have an 
outsider coming in, we would welcome 
photographs taken by tenants and 
friends of the allotments. We’d like 
photos of people, plants and gardens at 
different times of the year. Photos must 
be digital and a maximum of 300dpi.  
We are very fortunate that local Radio 
Nottingham presenter John Holmes has 
agreed to judge the photographs. 
Deadline for submissions is 30th July 
2011. 
For more information and a copy of the 
guidelines please contact Mo at the 
office. 

 


