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About the gardens 
St Anns Allotments is a very special and unique allotment site. It is the oldest and largest area 
of Victorian detached town gardens in the world and is listed with a Grade 2* by English 
Heritage. The site covers over 70 acres of hilly land between St Anns and Mapperley, in 
Nottingham. The gardens were saved from being sold off in the 1990s by a group of 
determined gardeners and in spring 2008 we secured funding from Heritage Lottery Fund and 
other funders to improve the site and develop the heritage project.  We are now over half 
way through the 5 year project. 
This newsletter is designed to keep our partners, volunteers and the public up to date with 
progress on the Heritage Project, and compliments our quarterly newsletter to our tenants. 
 

The fight to save the allotments 
These gardens only exist today because the tenants fought off attempts to sell off part of the 
site in the 1990s. This is a great tale of people power and over the next few months we want 
to interview the people involved in the campaign. If you have any memories or memorabilia 
from this time please let us know. 
 

Progress on the display plot 
Many of you will know that we have been planning to repair the Victorian glasshouse on 
Hungerhill and develop the garden as a display plot to show how a Victorian detached town 
garden would have been set out. Tenders have now been returned and work on the glasshouse 
(funded by Heritage Lottery Fund – and a kind donation from a local man) will commence in 
the next few weeks.  We’ll be visiting Hill Close Gardens 
http://www.hillclosegardens.com/index.html – reinstated Victorian detached gardens in 
Warwickshire – to see how they mange their site. 

 
     The people who make it happen 
We have a number of local people, including 
tenants, who volunteer with the Heritage Project. 
Some work on site, bringing plots back to use, 
others have helped with building surveys, and 
other research. We currently have some new 
volunteers; Kate and Sarah are helping to archive 
all our resources and artefacts. Paul is researching 
all the old wells on site, Nathan, an archaeology 
graduate, has been working on the building surveys 
and Dawn is painstakingly pulling together the 
history of the St Anns Rose Show.  Paul, Joyce, 
Laura and Frances all helped out at our successful 
Heritage Open Day in September. Volunteer 
opportunities are constantly changing on the 
project. We are currently seeking volunteers to 
help develop the Victorian garden display plot, assist 
with inputting into our new data base and editing our oral history recordings. So if you want 
to be involved in this exciting project get in touch with Mo at the office. 
 
 

 
 

Volunteers at our fruit tree nursery 



 
 
 
 

Visits to the allotments 
We don’t run regular heritage tours during the winter months, although groups that can bring 
12+ members along can contact us to arrange a private tour. From March to October 2011 
we’ll be running two monthly tours. These will be on the third Sunday of the month (except 
September) at noon, and the last Wednesday of the month (at 1.30pm). We will also have 
additional tours on Heritage Open Day 11th September and Spring Open Day (date to be 
confirmed).  
 

Hungerhill Heritage Fruit Tree update 
This is our pilot project to propagate and 
distribute 2,000 heritage or local fruit trees. 
In August we budded rootstock with 24 varieties 
of apple, and 13 of pear. Two months later we’ve 
a success rate of 99.5%. Those that didn’t take 
can be grafted next spring. We highlighted this 
project at our Apple Day in the community 
orchard in October, where people had the chance 
to sample different types of apples. Local 
children really enjoyed sampling and comparing 
the wide variety of apples. Thanks to  
John Hempshill for contributing a great supply of 
apples on the day. The children’s favourite was 
‘Sun Tan’, originating in Kent in the 1950s, 
-I suspect the name was as much an attraction 
as the taste! 
 
 

Still digging out history 
I’ve been rummaging through some of the old council records of late – accessible on line see  
http://www.archive.org/stream/recordsofborough03nott#page/508/mode/2up. We’ve always 
know that part of Hungerhill was let out in 1305 (though I’m still searching for the original 
reference to this), but it seems that part of Stone Pit Coppice was also let. A record from 1508 
says “They award to the said Agnes a close in the fields of Nottingham near Hungerhyll called ‘the 
Quarell Leyes,’ ”– A Quarell is a stone quarry or stone pit, a ley a clearing in a wood. There’s no 
maps attached but we can presume this relates to Stone Pit Coppice! 
 

What was my plot like in 1882? 
We can now print off the original OS map for individual plots, so if you are interested in how 
your garden looked 130 years ago let Mo know and provide a stamped addressed envelope, 
and she’ll send you a print. 
 
 
Mo Cooper 
Heritage and Outreach Officer for St Anns Allotments 
STAA Ltd., 3 John Folman Business Centre 
Hungerhill Road 
Nottingham NG3 4NB 
 
0115 911 0207  mo_heritage@staa-allotments.org.uk 

Visit our web site : www.staa-allotments.org.uk 

 Apple tasting at the Community Orchard    


