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Welcome to the Summer Newsletter 
Just time here for a quick hello to welcome 
you to the Summer Gardeners’ Newsletter. 
In this edition, we update you on what’s 
happening on site (including the water 
problems), developments on the Heritage 
Project, and the launch of our wildlife survey. 
 

Print too small? Contact office for 
large-print version 

To all Gardeners…From the Chair of the STAA 
Management Committee 
STAA staff work very hard to make your time on your 
allotment and on the site as enjoyable and stress free as 
possible. Sometimes things go wrong; then the staff and 
Management Committee work to try to put this right. An 
example of this was the recent water shortage. This was a 
problem caused by a number of contractors and project 
management organisations that STAA had no control over. 
Yet staff and the Management Committee had to try to put it 
right in order to get you water. 
STAA has legal responsibilities to its staff, gardeners and 
volunteers that work on site. Some of these responsibilities 
are for health and safety and to provide a safe and secure 
place for staff and gardeners to work in. STAA and its staff 
have the responsibility to ensure the plots are used as 
gardens/allotments and not for any other purpose. 
Sometimes gardeners do things other than garden which is 
outside the tenancy agreement. Staff will be advising that 
such activities should stop, otherwise the Management 
Committee have the right to issue a notice to quit the site. 
Most of the gardeners on site support this approach, they 
do not want to smell fumes from burning wire, see a scrap 
yard next to their allotment/garden, or see rubbish dumped 
on the car parks and avenues. 
Some gardeners will not be happy with what STAA is doing. 
If they are not, they can contact me through the STAA 
office. Just put your comments in an envelope marked 
‘Chairman’. 
STAA staff have the right to a safe environment, free from 
threats and abuse. You would not want to go to work and 
be threatened, so STAA staff should not be. Like all 
employers, the Management Committee will take very 
seriously any threats or abuse made to staff. 

                                                              Chairman 

Events at the Allotments 
Heritage Open Day 

Sunday 12 September 11am to 4pm 
We’ll be opening our gates as part of the national 
Heritage Open Day celebrations 

∗∗∗∗ Activities at the Community Orchard 

∗∗∗∗ Guided heritage tours 

∗∗∗∗ Displays 

∗∗∗∗ Plant Sale 

∗∗∗∗ Delicious food at the Ecoworks’ Harvest Café 

∗∗∗∗ Workshops for all ages 
Look out for posters around the site nearer the time 
 

Community Orchard Activity Days 
Fun for all the family, held every month between 
11am and 4pm. With heritage tour starting at 11am 
 

∗∗∗∗ Sunday 15 August-Summer Fun 

∗∗∗∗ Sunday 17 October-Apple Day 
 
Entrance is through the Community Orchard along 
Ransom Road. Contact STAA for more information. 

Do you blog? 
Did you know STAA now has a blog? You can comment, ask questions, post news and make suggestions. Just go 
to http://stannsallotments.wordpress.com/ The blog is moderated-but don’t let that put you off! We’ve also added 
a Trade & Services page to the contacts section of the website-so if you know of anyone who’d like to advertise let 
us know. 
And for you techies-check out a lovely video of the Community Orchard on 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?vD94reRRecVY shot by a local film maker, Mark Curwood. 
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Mo’s Heritage project update 
Last call for heritage structures 
Over the last year we have been identifying, documenting and rating the old summerhouses on site. We 
still have a number to do, but selection will end by October. So if you have structures you think are 
Victorian, or of historical interest, let the office know ASAP. We will be looking at ways to repair the most 
interesting buildings, although we will need to have some access for visitors if we use grants for this 
work. 
Garden History Society visit 
On 3rd July, the annual conference of the Garden History Society visited the gardens as part of a tour of 
the city. They also visited Wollaton Hall and the Arboretum, so we were very pleased that this 
prestigious society felt the allotments were just as valuable. Feedback from their visit was very positive, 
and we will continue to maintain links with them. 
Work with schools 

 
The Community Orchard has been working with local schools for many 
years, and I’ve been working on peasant days and evacuee days over the 
last year. Young people in St Anns get a lot of bad press, but over the last 
month we’ve had year 10s from Nottingham Academy coming to the 
Orchard to learn what it was like to be an evacuee in WWII. They learnt to 
weed, knit, prepare food, cook over a coal fire and experienced 1940s 
school lessons and an air raid. The young people were eager and interested 
to learn about 1940s life, and make the job a joy. 
 
 

 
 

Artefacts 
We’ve been collecting lots of old objects on site; over 70 to date, from old bottles (e.g. Dankin Bros 
Botanical Brewers) to tools, clay pots and traps. 
Eventually these will be displayed in the allotment centre and display gardens. If you’ve found anything 
interesting on site, we’d love to have a look for our collection. 
 
Hungerhill Fruit Tree Project 
Our fruit stock is settling in well, and during August we will be budding the selected fruit trees onto our 
stock. Trees will be ready to give away to gardeners and community groups in 2011 – contact Marc at 
STAA or see http://www.staa-allotments.org.uk/hungerhill/index.htm for more information. 
 
During late Summer, through to Autumn, we’ll be doing more work on identifying fruit trees on site. So if 
you have an old pear, apple or plum tree that you’d like to identify please contact Marc or Mo at the 
office. Please don’t bring fruit into the office-we’ll come to you. 

 

Richard at a peasant’s experience day 

Hungerhill Gates 
The vehicle swing gate on the Hungerhill Road has been out of action for a few weeks. This is because 
the gates were rammed, from the inside by a car, so it was probably a tenant or a visitor. The gate now 
requires substantial repairs – over £3,000 worth. We can’t get insurance to cover this, so it’s yet another 
problem to find the money for repair, as well as the time taken to get quotations etc.  It is important the 
gate is compliant to certain regulatory standards so it is not as simple as just unbending it! If anyone has 
any information about who did this please contact the office or the police.  
 

Remember if you have any information about vandalism or illegal activity on site you can talk to the 
community policing team on plot C54 (opposite site huts) or ring  PC North on 07968401765 
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A Note about water on site 
Apologies from all at STAA, including the Committee who are all gardeners, for the water problems.  
These have continued to affect tenants higher up the site. 
 

Background to the current water system 
The original mains water system was prohibitively expensive to run and repair (peak costs were around 
£14,000 per year).  The City Council offered to pay for a bore hole, and seek an extraction licence from 
the Environment Agency,  to service the site.  STAA was not party to this and we were assured that the 
borehole water supply would be adequate.  Until the dry period this summer we have not been able to 
test out these assurances!   
STAA now know the Environment Agency extraction licence has a daily limit and the pump was set up 
to supply this amount. This limit is not negotiable. We have been warning tenants via the newsletters 
that water would be limited, and that we needed to look at conserving water on site.  
Over the last few months electrical problems on the borehole have caused the pump to trip out.  We 
resolved this and other electrical problems. However a combination of  gravity pull on water down to 
the bottom end of the site, and excessive use by some gardeners has meant that water is not always 
reaching the top of the site.  This is exacerbated by airlocks getting into the system which are time-
consuming to locate and eliminate. These problems are very unfair to some gardeners - some in 
Stonepit Coppice did not get any water for weeks. 
 

What are we doing about it? 
A solution to the immediate water problem will not happen instantly so we hope you will be patient. A 
return to mains water is currently not an option –we don’t have the funds for any capital works, and the 
increasing cost of mains metered water would mean significant increased charges to tenants. We are 
working with the Landlord and the Allotment Service at the Council to ensure a fairer and more 
equitable system throughout the site. This will inevitably result in less water flowing out of each tap, 
particularly in the bottom half of the site. This will mean that every gardener will need to look at ways of 
conserving water for use at peak demand times. Finally, every tap on site will need some remedial 
work over the next few months. We hope you will bear with us while this work is taking place 
 

Saving rain water 
At the time of writing we’ve had some great down pours – so don’t waste nature’s gift. It’s amazing the 
number of gardeners who make no effort to harvest rainwater.  For those with structures make sure 
your guttering is functioning and fixed to water butts.  There are plenty of cheap water butts around, 
including on eBay, or make you own out of old rubbish or kitchen bins. You can leave the butt topless 
which makes it easy to access, but this attracts midges/ mosquitoes. It’s possible to make a hole in the 
lid, or create a cover with plastic or other heavy duty material (you can use a funnel inserted into the 
cover to minimize the size of hole needed).  If the water butt looks ugly paint it, or plant around it. 
Remember to allow enough room to fit your watering can under the tap! 
 

There is an additional problem if you have to water plants inside permanent poly tunnels. Various 
gardening forums suggest ways to harvest rain via polytunnels – none of them perfect; - utilising the 
waste plastic sheeting seems to be the best solution. If any tenant has devised a good system, and 
would share this information please let us know. There are also rain collecting butts that function 
without guttering...        continued on next page 

Green Street at Stonebridge City Farm 
Stonebridge City Farm has received funding from the lottery to start up a project called Green Street. 
If you join, you can buy a wide-range of plants at discount prices! 
It is a wonderful scheme, encouraging local people to grow their own produce, which is well 
recommended, see www.stonebridgecityfarm.co.uk or telephone: 0115 9505113 
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Saving rain water contd 
Here are a few tips to think about when watering your plants: 

• Don’t water in the middle of the day as too much moisture is lost through evaporation. 

• For established plantings, heavy infrequent watering will encourage deeper rooting and lead to 
healthier plants. Shallow, frequent watering, on the other hand, will lead to shallow root systems and 
high water loss. 

• Mulching – applying a layer of organic matter around a plant is very beneficial as both a means of 
moisture retention and weed suppression. The best time to apply mulch for conserving water is while 
the soils are still well charged with winter moisture in the spring. Once they've dried out thoroughly in 
the summer heat, much of the benefit of the mulch is lost for the season.  

• Look at ways to garden more sustainably, for example planting courgettes between the maize means 
the courgette leaves create shade and reduce evaporation.   

• Use taps outside of high demand period to fill water containers on you plot so you’ll never be caught 
short  

 

We need to work together on this – so please think about water conservation, and we shall continue 
working on resolving the bore hole problems. 
 

 

Please do not dump household waste on site! 
We still have some incidents of people bringing 
waste building materials and discarded household 
items including electrical goods onto the site! 
There is no need to do this! Nottingham City Council 
will now collect bulky waste items, including 
electrical goods, free of charge. Just ring up on 
0115 915 2020 to arrange a collection from 
outside your house. 
If you are outside the City boundaries, there are 
very good recycling facilities. Any people operating 
a business need a license to take waste to a 
recycling centre. 
Dumping rubbish, even on the allotment site, is 
illegal. Those caught could face fines of up to 
£50,000 and a six month jail sentence. 
We are investigating rubbish to identify where it has 
come from and CCTV cameras have been installed 
on site. Some companies have been most upset to 
hear their packaging has been illegally dumped on 
an allotment site! 
Removing rubbish from the site is very costly-we 
are working very hard to clear waste materials from 
years ago, to help tenants have tidy gardens. We all 
need to be proud of our beautiful site and not treat it 
as a dumping ground. 

 

Wildlife Survey 

Urban Nature are a group of volunteers 
managing some of the wild life plots on Stonepit 
Coppice. In partnership with STAA we are 
working to maximise wildlife diversity on these 
plots, and throughout the allotments. 
 

This summer 2010, we are trying to clarify what 
species of wild life are present on the 
allotments.  Our best resource for sightings is 
the site users themselves, so we are asking all 
gardeners to help us with an ambitious, exciting, 
site-wide survey by completing the simple 
questionnaire enclosed with this newsletter. 
 

This survey is a broad species analysis – 
looking at likely and notable species, and their 
presence and absence.  We will follow this initial 
survey with more specialist and focused surveys 
– this survey will give us the baseline of where 
to begin! 
 

Don’t worry if you can’t answer some of the 
questions- simply leave it blank.  All information 
you can give us is really valuable. 
 

We are also running a series of workshops and 
activities during Aug/ Sept. Contact us for more 
information. 
Tel 07814 313941  
Email: Urban-nature@hotmail.co.uk, 
www.urban-nature.co.uk 
 


