Gardeners’
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Winter December 2011

STAA staff and committee send seasons
greetings to all our tenants. Remember your
allotment is a great place to escape the
hustle and bustle at this time of year — and
there are always plenty of tasks to get on
with. Please note that the STAA office will be
closed for Christmas break from 4pm 23 "
December until Tuesday 3 ™ January 2012.

It may be winter, but the Community Orchard
continues to run its monthly activity days — with
hot drinks, warm fire and fun for all the family.
Never been to the orchard? - why not pop in
whilst it's quiet in your garden.

Sundays, 11am - 4pm
15" January
19" February

Following the STAA AGM on 1% November,
the following changes were made to the
committee:

Leaving the committee — Sheila Gardner,
who took on the role of Chair for her last few
months and Ken Bamford. We would like to
express thanks to Sheila and Ken for their
contribution.

Joining the committee — Hilary Hammond,
Cheryl Langley, Glenys Rozkalns and Jason
Savage.

Thanks to Charlie Wesson, Tony Dilks, Paul
Freeborough and Nick Moses for continuing
on committee.

The role of Charity Trustee/Company
Director involves supporting and promoting
the aims of the charity and ensuring the
continuation of the successful regeneration of
the site for the benefit of the local community.
There are still opportunities for other
interested tenants to join the committee.

18" March

Our January gathering will include our
renowned wassailing (2.30-3pm), where in time
honoured tradition we sing to our fruit trees to
give thanks to our harvest — great fun for
children and adults a like!

Richard wassailing
to an apple tree

Just come along on the day or ring STAA for
more details. The Community Orchard
entrance is on Ransom Road opposite Hill View
Community Centre; about 200yds up from the
junction with Hungerhill Road, look out for the
yellow sign! Or gardeners can come in via the
metal gate on 13™ Avenue.
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STAA has recently been awarded a significant
grant from the Monument Trust (a Sainsbury
Family Charitable Trust). This will contribute to
the Community Orchard’s work with the local
community over the next four years. The grant
also funds the renovation of the summerhouse
on our main display garden. STAA would like
to publicly acknowledge and thank The
Monument Trust for their generosity.

At the time of going to print the weather has
been so much kinder than last year, when by
December we were struggling with lots of snow
and freezing temperatures. But this could
change at any time. Remember that the roads
within the site are not gritted or salted. If there
is significant snow or frost we do advise you not
to take your car onto the site. If you do, it is at
your own risk!
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There are a small number of rents outstanding
and those tenants who have not paid have
been sent reminder notices. It would be
appreciated if rents are paid promptly as
continuously chasing up tenants adds to the
cost of running the site.

Have you got your St Anns Alllotments calendar
yet? This is a perfect gift at any time of the
year, with monthly task lists, gardener’'s wisdom
and lovely allotment pictures. Calendars cost
£5 (plus p&p) or 50p for our postcards

Order from the B
website, pop into "~
the office or get
them at

St Anns Library.
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STAA Trustee, and history enthusiast, Paul
Freeborough recently found reference to a
Chrystal Palace Apple , grown ‘on the
Hungerhills’ in 1866. We'd never heard of this
variety, so our fruit tree man, Marc, got on the
case and the national collection at Brogdale
(www.brogdale.org) provided background
information. Sure enough, right at the top of
Stonepit Coppice, we found a Chrystal Palace
tree still in fruit. It seems Preston, Lancashire
were claiming they had propagated the tree in
the 1880s but we know different, so we're
preparing a case to ensure national records
show the role of the Hungerhills in cultivating
this variety. The apple is a lovely cooker, with
unusual ridges on the skin.

If anyone else thinks they’ve got this tree,
please let us know.

Chrystal Palace
apple

And whilst we’re talking about old varieties,
Marc and colleagues did a great job in
distributing fruit trees to local schools and
tenants under the Hungerhill Fruit Tree
project. Thanks to all the volunteers who
helped with grafting and maintenance. We've
learnt a lot, and hopefully can use our new
skills to continue propagation of our heritage
fruit tree stock.
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Thanks to a donation of 104 mixed tree saplings from the Woodland Trust volunteers from STAA’s
Wildlife Focus Group have recently begun the creation of a hazel and oak coppice on the wildlife
area of Gorsey Close Gardens. It is intended that as new trees mature we will be able to coppice
them and provide a source of bean poles and pea sticks for tenants. The coppice will also add
significantly to the educational and wildlife value of the allotments.
Unfortunately, we don’t yet have enough hazel trees to cover the proposed coppice area, so if you
have any hazel saplings that have sprung up in your garden that you would be willing to donate to
the project, they would be very much appreciated. Please place them next to the Wildlife Information
Board just inside the Ransom Road entrance (preferably potted up to protect them). If you have other
varieties of tree saplings that you would like to donate (not sycamore!) | am sure that we will be able
to find somewhere for them within the site conservation areas.
If you would like to take part in tree planting, along with a variety of other seasonal wildlife projects,
the Wildlife Focus Group would welcome your support. We meet at 10am, generally every first and
third Saturday of the month, at the Ransom Road entrance, and usually finish by 2pm. The task days
for the New Year are 7" and 21 January, 4 " and 18" February and 4 ™ March.

If you are interested, please contact Robert Zviko on 0115 911 0207 or email
robert_partnership@staa-allotments.org.uk

Paul Freeborough (Wildlife Focus Group)
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As reported in our last newsletter the Over the last few months volunteers have
Community Orchard celebrated 10 years of been clearing all the rubbish out of the
running activity days for the local community in proposed display gardens. In the New
October. In that time Sheila Arkwright (yes Year we hope to get contractors onto the
Richard’s mum), has produced probably over plot to level and set out the gardens, so
100 cakes for us! This time it was a lovely that we can open it to visitors in the
chocolate cake. Lots of people have autumn. It's been hard work clearing out
contributed to the orchard and the activity days the barbed wire, asbestos, doors,

over the years - and long may we continue! bedsteads and ivy from the hedges, but

we think we are winning. If you are
interested in helping in the display
garden, or any other aspect of the
heritage project just contact Mo at the
office. We also need help with
researching our artefacts, delving into the
archives, leading tours, delivering talks
and helping with interpreting the gardens
to visitors. We have a unique, exciting
garden and we are keen for gardeners to
be involved!

Richard tucking into
Sheila’s chocolate cake
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We thought it would be good to run a regular
item introducing tenants to the staff at STAA —
and we are starting with our two site staff, Chris
and Dave.
Chris and Dave (and often volunteer, Alice) are
seen in our little white truck maintaining the site
— from clearing rubbish, leaking taps, hedge
cutting, removing asbestos, felling dangerous
trees (or the dreaded sycamores), putting in
fencing and gates on new plots, distributing
water butts, a programme of building repairs,
helping tenants — and have | mentioned
clearing rubbish?

Dave & Chris

We are lucky that both Chris and Dave have a
wealth of skills that allows us to complete a lot
of work ‘in house’ that ordinarily we’'d need a
contractor for. Once upon a time the council
had five men covering these gardens — we are
now down to two staff. It's amazing what they
get done in the hours available. But we still
need tenants to help out with maintenance
around the site — we just don’t have the
resources to do everything.
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A tenant recently asked “I've seen STAA staff
repairing some summerhouses around the site
— I've asked for help with repairs on my
building, but been told you can’t help — this
seems unfair!”

Heritage Office, Mo Cooper, responds
“Unfortunately there was no provision within
the capital works for repairing all the old
summerhouses. With savings under the grant
we found enough funds to repair half a dozen
structures — but there are approximately 400
structures on site, many requiring repair. The
decision on which ones we’ve repaired has
been based on their historical significance,
availability for public access, and cost of repair.
For instance, we’'ve repaired the only
summerhouse listed with English Heritage,
we’ve also repaired the only two-storey building
(on 2" Avenue), and are working on a building
which was home to a family of eight people in
the nineteenth century, and will be available for
the public to visit. It's unfortunate we can’t do
more — if tenants have structures in a
dangerous condition all we can do is take them
down.”

If you ordered a water butt, please contact the
STAA office asap to arrange collection. If other
tenants want to order a water butt for the next
delivery (in the spring), please advise the STAA
office.

*

SNC are offering free training towards a
qualification in horticulture on the St Anns
Allotments.

Contact the STAA office for details or call SNC
on 0115 945 7260

We welcome any feedback or comments on this newsletter. Or would you like to submit an article?

Please contact Mo at the office.

Print too small? Contact the office for large print

version.




