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Rent Invoices 2011/12


As you will be aware the rent invoices covering the period 1st April 2011 until 31st March 2012 are enclosed with this newsletter. They are a little later than usual but at this time when costs are increasing we are trying to save postage by doing one mail out rather than two.


All the rent monies collected go back to the landlord, Hungerhill Developments and are re-invested back into the running costs of the site.


Some of you have already come in and paid your rent, for which we are very grateful.  We do hope all of you will pay promptly so that we do not incur additional expense in chasing late payers.  























Gardener, Rosey launches her new book


With nearly 500 gardeners on site, we have a great wealth of interesting and skilled people from all walks of life. Rosey Thomas Palmer, who has a garden on the Hungerhills has written plays and poems for 33 years, and has a new book out Hues of Darkness, a Jamaican Saga. Based on historical research, it’s a powerful tale of one women’s determination to reclaim her heritage. For more information see � HYPERLINK "http://www.sbpra.com/roseythomaspalmer" ��www.sbpra.com/roseythomaspalmer� or � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tJvW11nowHQ" ��http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tJvW11nowHQ�, contact Rosey on tel number 07952384447. Books available from Hyson Green Post Office.











Community Orchard Activity Days


Planned for the following dates:


16 October – Apple Day, 11-4pm


20 November, 11-4pm


18 December – Winter Extravaganza, 1-5pm





If you’ve never made it up to the orchard before, why not pop in and have a cup of tea with us. Great fun for all ages


















































Heritage Open Day


We had a great heritage open day in September, the sun shone and the visitors enjoyed the peace and tranquillity of the site. Thank you all who helped out on tours and stalls, opened your gardens, or welcomed visitors. We couldn’t do it without you! Our next big open day will be May next year – if you have any ideas, or want to be involved contact Mo at the office.
























































Immobilise it


Have you registered your personal property on Immobilise? Local Councillor Emma Dewinton, has passed on details of the FREE National Propriety Register – register your phone, your hedge cutter, or any valuables on � HYPERLINK "http://www.immobilise.com/index.php#registration" ��http://www.immobilise.com/index.php#registration�








Oliver’s plot


Volunteers continue to carry out clearance work on Mr Oliver’s old plot (B319) that will form our main display garden for visitors. We will be setting the gardens out to reflect different time periods, from Victorian to 21st Century. Tenants are welcome to come and help out on the volunteering days the next ones are planned for 19th Oct and 2nd Nov, 10am-2pm. You are welcome to pop in and see the garden and the refurbished greenhouse during these times.





STAA Ltd.


Promoting and enhancing the historic allotment�gardens in St Ann’s, Nottingham








Prefer mail online?


To save on postage and printing costs, if you wish to receive the quarterly newsletters by email contact the office.














Would you like to share your garden?


Is your garden getting too much for you? Would you like to share it? STAA is often approached by individuals who would like to share a plot, for instance Mrs Keeling, who has just gone on the waiting list said she’s love to share with someone else. Would you be interested?  For further information please contact the office.








Welcome to our autumn newsletter


It’s a bit difficult to think of autumn with temperatures in the late 20s, but the bumper fruit tree harvest this year helps us think of apple days and Halloween. You’ll see we have our apple day coming up on the 16th Oct – come along for all things appley. Also in this newsletter: a free workshop by Garden Organic, the launch of our gardening calendar, the opportunity to get some fruit trees on your plot, AGM notice, and of course your rent bill!…








Happy Birthday to the Community Orchard!


“Ten years ago in 2001, only half of the plots on site were being gardened and there was a constant threat that the Council would sell them off. Alan Schofield, then Secretary of STAA, dreamt up the idea of a Community Orchard to demonstrate a use for some of those unused plots. Myself and Sam Brown shared a one-day per week job for initially 6 months to get the project going. Volunteers and young people from local schools did the clearance, young and old planted the trees and six months later an Orchard was born. More than 100 monthly Activity Days and literally thousands of sessions with local kids later, we celebrate our tenth anniversary on Apple Day, Sunday 16th October.





In that time we’ve dressed up as peasants, evacuees, ancient tribes-people and Percy the Park-keeper. We’ve created ponds, dens, mountains, paths, willow structures, polytunnels and all manner of nook and cranny. We’ve sat around countless fires, making popcorn and nettle soup and swapping stories. We’ve worked alongside hundreds of “difficult” teenagers talking about everything from carbon cycles to football, helping them to gain qualifications and recognition for their talents and persistence. We’ve picked, eaten, juiced and cooked any amount of fruit from our 100 trees. We’ve been a home to literally a generation of local kids, those who first came as four year olds and now turn up at Activity Days in their hoodies and help a new generation of toddlers to find their way around. And we’ve been a place where a whole community can come together and do time-honoured, simple things like sit in the sun, have a cup of tea and talk to their neighbours.





If you’ve never been to the Orchard, do come along and join in. We have Activity Days on the third Sunday of every month.  They follow a simple pattern: workshops for kids, a kettle on the fire, space to play, a nice bit of cake, even the chance to get your hands dirty with a bit of practical work.  Indeed, in some ways the Orchard hasn’t changed much at all in ten years - and yet no two days have been the same. I guess that’s what it is to be part of a community, and to watch the seasons pass. A rare privilege, a wonderful job, thank you. Here’s to the next ten years!”


Check out Mark Curwood’s beautiful video of the Orchard:


Part 1 - � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D94reRRecVY" ��http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D94reRRecVY�  


Part 2 - � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXCisvKPKBU&" ��http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXCisvKPKBU&�





Richard Arkwright


Co-ordinator, St Anns Community Orchard








Just for laughs


So this morning I went to my allotment to check on my vegetables and whatnot, when I realised half of the soil was missing. I was utterly shocked, so I went home and checked back later only to find even more has gone missing…�I think I'm losing the plot.








Catch a bit of gardeners’ wisdom?


Thank you to all the tenants who submitted photographs for our St Anns Allotments calendar. The gardening calendar provides photos, advice, monthly tasks and room for notes, and as a gardening calendar it’s not linked to a specific year, so you can use it forever!


This will make a lovely gift for the festive season – to get your copy contact the office.


The calendar costs £5 (plus p&p if required). We also have postcards available at 50p each





Three years on


The Renewal Trust has carried out a 3 year review of the Heritage Lottery funded project. It records some of the experiences and learning points from the project to date. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.renewaltrust.org.uk/stannsallotments.aspx" ��http://www.renewaltrust.org.uk/stannsallotments.aspx�














Wildlife


A wildlife sighting board has now been installed at the Ransom Road entrance to the site. The board made from recycled material is aimed at encouraging recording of wildlife as well as developing wildlife management interest amongst tenants.  We are excited that tenants have started using the board and a number of sightings have emerged in the last two months. 


Our Urban Nature garden on 10th Ave was entered into Nottingham in Bloom Garden Competition 2011. The inspection team described the site as “excellent with all round efforts for wildlife gardening”. A good array of native species, ponds, deadwood habitat, meadow, ancient hedgerow and areas of scrub were noted.  Most of the recommendations given following the inspection relate to work taking place and planned for the western bank wildlife area. Our application to the Woodland Trust for a community tree planting pack has been successful and we would like to invite interested tenants to get involved in the planting session in November. Interested in volunteering? Contact Robert Zviko on 01159110207 email � HYPERLINK "mailto:robert_partnership@staa-allotments.org.uk" ��robert_partnership@staa-allotments.org.uk� 








Water update


Just to remind everybody on the main site that the borehole, and Gorsey water supply will be shut down from the beginning of November until beginning of April next year. If you have chickens on site please ensure you make other arrangements for their water supply.


And the water butts are on order. We will contact tenants on the list as soon as we have more news of their arrival.


















































Gardner’s Question Time visit again


The BBC’s long running Gardeners Question Time (Radio 4), has been visiting the allotments again. They will be working with a handful or new tenants who will get advice about their gardens. GQT is broadcast on Fridays, at 3pm and Sundays at 2pm, 93.7 FM.








Garden Organic


Ever fancied growing something different like a Dudi or a Papri, or sharing your knowledge of interesting plants? Garden Organic are running a FREE workshop on growing non-traditional vegetables in your garden on Monday 10th October 2011, 2.30pm at the Straw Bale building at ECOWORKS Community Garden (off 8th Avenue),�or meet at the Ransom Road gates�at 2.15pm.


Booking essential








Hedge cutting and plot renovations


September was dominated by our hedge cutting project. The main avenues were ‘contracted out’ while the remaining sections, which are made up of path and avenues inaccessible by tractor, were carried out by volunteers. Volunteers completed 240 hours just on hedge cutting, with Groundwork Greater Nottingham providing the majority of volunteer hours. We are also pleased with the help we receive from businesses and local community groups. We have also noted that some individual gardeners have helped by cutting hedges around their plots. This is greatly appreciated as there are 32 miles of hedges around the site so every bit of help counts. We would like to see gardeners coming together much more to help out, not just around their own plots but also in other areas of the site – this happens a lot on other allotment sites, and it would be great if we could work together more on this.


We are pleased to tell you that we have exceeded our targets on bringing plots back into use, with the remaining un-cleared areas progressing well. Originally we expected this work to be carried out under capital works, but there was no funds left to cover it – so all this work has now been carried out by volunteers, under the direction of our Partnership Officer, Rob. If you are interested in helping out around the site please contact Rob at the office or on � HYPERLINK "mailto:robert_partnership@staa-allotments.org.uk" �robert_partnership@staa-allotments.org.uk�





AGM 1st November – see notice enclosed


STAA needs new Committee Members – people who care about the site as a unique historic green space providing, not only allotments, but heritage, community facilities and conservation areas. STAA is not an allotment association so the committee members must be prepared to understand the business arrangements of the company and to undertake the necessary training for the role of director of a company and as trustee of a charity. If you are interested, please do contact the office in advance for more information.


















































Grand designs


Tenants using the Western Bank avenues will have noticed work to a substantial building on 2nd Avenue. The plot had belonged to longstanding tenant, Mr Webster, who unfortunately died last year. The building was in a dangerous condition, but is the only 2 story building left on site, and has great heritage value. The garden has been relet via the waiting list, but STAA agreed to carry out some work to the building to preserve it for the future. The tenant will open his garden and the summerhouse to visitors during the year.





It’s unfortunate that we don’t have the capacity to repair more of these summerhouses; those that we are repairing have been judged as having the greatest heritage value, and where tenants have agreed to allow some access to visitors. We keep on looking for ways of funding this work, but no one wants to give money to repair, what is perceived as, private buildings.








Best foot forward


STAA will be working in partnership with Best Foot Forward to run health walks around the allotments if you want to participate just contact Mo at the office





Hungerhill Fruit Tree project


This month we see the fruition of this exciting project. We’ve propagated 2000 apple and pear trees - local and heritage varieties - to give away to local schools, community groups and gardeners. We’ve 45 local schools asking for trees - which will impact on thousands of children. If you would like a fruit tree for your plot come and pick one up on Sat 29th Oct between 9.30-1pm at B442 (nr Chandos Street entrance). If you haven’t put your name down for a tree previously, could you just let the office know prior to that date? Thank you to the gardeners who allowed us to take cuttings from their trees to support this work.
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